Check the website every Friday. It lets you know what the spelling words are, memory verse, upcoming dates, and if you need to feed the class pet.  Also, start the monthly reading assignments the day they are passed out. DO NOT WAIT to start them! - Mrs. Libby
· I guess what made it so easy was that Mrs. Libby has everything online. I would just go on her page, print all the docs off for the week and set them out for us to review each day. That made the school year go so smoothly. We always knew what was happening because Mrs. Libby is amazing at communicating the information with the students and parents.  I also think that it is helpful to set aside some time to help them study for tests. Mrs. Libby teaches them study methods; my child loved her flash cards. Our favorite way to study was to go on a walk and take the flash cards with us. – 5th grade parent

· I'd say that our son started to do better on getting his work turned in more timely when you started to send home those blue log sheets. I was able to go over that with him every evening and it helped him stay organized. What REALLY helped us is when you would write on there what was coming up due and when. That helped him to plan ahead as some evenings he was busy with other activities (sports practice or 4-H club meetings etc). So, then we could look at the calendar for the week and we'd plot out which evenings or weekends he needed to work hard on homework around the other things he had going on. This helped him learn how to organize and manage his time more wisely to still meet deadlines for school. He also learned that the more he could get done at school the better!  As far as what didn't go well.... As you know, the biggest oops we had happen last year was that our son didn't study half the vocab words for his social studies test, and I wasn't aware. We capitalize on the time we spend in the car together every day before and after school, and he spends a lot of that time studying for spelling tests and other tests. I quiz him on the way. So I knew that he knew the social studies vocab words that he did study and I expected he was going to do well on it. Thus, it was a surprise when he only got a 50% on the test! Clearly you communicated it to the students and our son didn't listen very well. He learned his lesson that he needs to do a better job of paying attention to what he's supposed to be studying. BUT, maybe that could also be communicated to the parents so we can help follow-through to make sure they are studying what they are supposed to be studying?  I really appreciate your deep care to want your students to be successful. I also really like that our son is being challenged. We are thrilled that he is going to have you as his teacher again this year. You do a fabulous job. -5th grade parent






	
What worked last year and pieces of advice to help it work best:

Go to all the class orientation and teacher conferences. Listen to what is expected for the parents and the kids. It helps so much to have an understanding of what is expected and what you can do to work with the teacher to give your child the best learning experience.  Go over the expectations with your child to make sure they understand. They will have more confidence if they can understand what is expected of them.  

Going from 4th to 5th your child will learn a little more independence in class assignments. Look at what is assigned for the month and start working on assignments at the beginning, don’t wait until the end. If you or your child don’t understand something, ask the teacher to explain in different terms so you understand. They want to help, they want your child to succeed, so communicate with them.

Remember that you are a team with the teacher. Check to make sure your child is keeping up with homework and getting things turned in on time.  If they fall behind on homework, it’s harder to keep up with new concepts being taught.  The teacher will do their part in sending out sheets for book reports and upcoming projects. Do your part in helping at home to make sure those items are being completed.

Your child’s teacher will put their heart into teaching your little human. Remember how much they put in every day to help them succeed and use your communication in such a manner that shows you appreciate all they are doing.

If your child is having a hard day, or is struggling with something, let the teacher know so they can look out for them. They are helping guide and direct your child, so having a picture of what your child might need goes a long way in helping them meet your child’s needs. 

Remember to praise your child for their growth. Give grace to your child and their peers. They are learning and growing. Support them in it. Sometimes the harder part is giving grace to other parents. If your child is struggling with another child, think before you react. Talk things out with the teacher and get guidance. Your child’s teacher and the Rogers staff are very supportive of having a healthy environment. We can do a lot as parents to give grace to each other as our kids learn and grow. 

Remind your child to be kind, to listen to their teacher, and to have fun. -6th grade parent



•My daughter really benefited from words of encouragement! Also acknowledging what a big change it was for her.  That everything she was feeling was normal.
Breaking down the way she saw her assignments. For example, reading a 100+ page book + book report each month can seem like big stuff at first. When we explained that it was simply reading 5 or so pages a day she was no longer overwhelmed. The task at hand was then seen as “easy”. Helping to change her mindset was everything! – 5th grade parent

· We noticed there was a lot more homework and reading in 5th grade. She learned overtime to just get in and get the work done before anything else or else it would build up and she would feel overwhelmed, She learned time management throughout the year. The only distractions she had were kids who sat in the same desk group talking to her while she tried to work.  
I really appreciated your communication with parents so we were in the loop and could check in with her. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I think if possible setting a time frame at home to read or do homework as soon as possible would be helpful so they don’t feel like they’re missing out on family time. -5th grade parent

